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Increasing public awareness about the nature, scope, and harmful affects of bullying in schools has
raised questions about the appropriate role of law to protect students in this context. 

In recent years, the U.S. Department of Education clarified the extent to which civil rights laws impose 
liability on school districts that fail to respond appropriately to bullying on the basis of sex, race, and 
disability, while here in Massachusetts, the Legislature has imposed new statutory requirements on
school districts to prevent and address bullying. High profile bullying cases, such as the South Hadley
High School case, have also resulted in civil and criminal litigation. Our panel will explore such questions
as: Is the law working to change the culture that gives rise to bullying? What is the appropriate role of 
law to protect students from violence and harassment at the hands of their peers?
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